I Am Sin

Death

“Be of sober spirit, be on the alert Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” – 1 Peter 5:8 (NASB)

Summary

No one is immune to sin. The Bible states clearly in Romans 3:23 that all people have sinned and fall short of God’s standard. There’s no escaping that we all are imperfect. 

There’s also no escaping the fact that we are susceptible to sin in two ways:

(1) We have an enemy that is out to steal, kill, and destroy (John 10:10a); and 

(2) Our flesh is weak and is lured by the things of this world. (Matthew 26:41)

Separated from Christ, our defenses are too weak and we will succumb to our struggles. Separated from community, we are isolated and are unable to be sharpened by our fellow believers.

Thus, we must readily prepare our defenses. We must rely on God’s strength, read God’s Word, and participate in Christian community. We cannot live apart from these safeguards without falling victim to a life controlled by sin. 

The second part of John 10:10 encourages us that Christ came to give us an abundant life. Even though we may not be immune to sin, we do not have to live in bondage to our sin. We can live as new creations as we daily renew our minds and are increasingly transformed into the likeness of Christ.

Prayer

Father, help me be aware of and prepared for the temptations of this world, the desires of my flesh, and the schemes of my enemy. 

Questions

1. What do you think is the difference between struggling against your flesh and struggling against the enemy?

2. What “community” helps sharpen you?
3. How are you “preparing your defenses”? In what areas can you improve your defenses?

4. How does Sin create death in people? What does it look like to die from Sin?

5. What does it look like to live a life of Freedom in Jesus and be free from Sin?

6. Do you feel you are living in the bondage of sin or the freedom of Christ?
7. When dying – where do you turn? Others around you?
Luke 7:1
When he finished speaking to the people, he entered Capernaum. A Roman captain there had a servant who was on his deathbed. He prized him highly and didn't want to lose him. When he heard Jesus was back, he sent leaders from the Jewish community asking him to come and heal his servant. They came to Jesus and urged him to do it, saying, "He deserves this. He loves our people. He even built our meeting place."
Mark 5:21
[ A Risk of Faith ] After Jesus crossed over by boat, a large crowd met him at the seaside. One of the meeting-place leaders named Jairus came. When he saw Jesus, he fell to his knees, beside himself as he begged, "My dear daughter is at death's door. Come and lay hands on her so she will get well and live." Jesus went with him, the whole crowd tagging along, pushing and jostling him.
Exodus 10:16
Pharaoh had Moses and Aaron back in no time. He said, "I've sinned against your God and against you. Overlook my sin one more time. Pray to your God to get me out of this—get death out of here!"
